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NEWS  OF  THE 
CHILDREN'S  TRUST  FUND 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


Kathy  Kelley  of  CTF  uses  a  card  from  the  Talking  About  Touching 
curriculum  to  teach  a  personal  safety  lesson  to  second  graders  at  St. 
Edward's  School  in  Brockton. 

CTF  breaking  the  cycle 
of  child  sexual  abuse 


The  statistics  on  sexual  abuse 
of  children  can  seem  over- 
whelming. Studies  show 
that  one  out  of  three  girls  and  one 
out  of  five  boys  are  sexually  victim- 
ized before  the  age  of  18.  A 
pedophile  abuses  an  average  of  244 
victims  over  his  or  her  lifetime, 
according  to  the  National  Institute 
of  Mental  Health. 

The  recent  child  sexual  abuse 
scandal  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  Boston  demonstrates 
that  abuse  often  occurs  where  least 


expected,  committed  by  adults  who 
hold  the  respect  and  fondness  of 
families.  In  fact,  in  contrast  with 
"stranger  danger"  stereotypes,  studies 
show  that  most  perpetrators  of  child 
sexual  abuse  are  adults  who  are  fam- 
ily members  or  otherwise  known  to 
the  child. 

When  the  Archdiocese  of 
Boston  needed  help  in  responding 
to  the  sexual  abuse  crisis,  it  called 
upon  the  expertise  of  the 
Massachusetts  Children's  Trust 
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STRENGTHENING  COMMUNITIES 


Gala  raises 
funds  for 
child  abuse 
prevention 

CTF  raised  over 
$170,000  for  protec- 
tion of  children  at  its 
1  3th  annual  Gala 
Fundraiser.  Celebrity 
guests  included  Fox 
25  News  anchor  Jodi 
Applegate  and  Billy 
Costa  of  Kiss  1 08  FM 
and  New  England 
Cable  News. 


At  top:  CTF  Executive  Director  Suzin  Bartley  with  Board  member 
William  F.  Kennedy,  who  was  honored  at  the  Gala  for  his  years  of 
service  to  CTF  and  the  children  of  Massachusetts.  Above  left:  Gala 
Co-Chair  Anne  Gilligan  with  Constance  Compton.  Above  right:  John 
Sasso,  Meg  Vallaincourt  of  the  Boston  Red  Sox,  and  Bill  Coyne. 
Bottom  row  from  left:  NECN  news  anchor  Mike  Nikitas  and  wife, 
Amy.  Tracy  Matthews  and  CTF  Board  member  Robert  Sherman; 
Andre  Jacque  and  wife,  CTF  Board  member  The  Rev.  Zina  Jacque  of 
Trinity  Church  in  Boston. 


EXPANDING  RESOURCES 


Personal  safety 

Continued  from  front  page 

Fund,  including  the  appointment  of 
CTF  Executive  Director  Suzin  Bardey 
to  the  Cardinal  s  Commission  for  the 
Protection  of  Children. 

As  the  only  statewide,  non-profit 
organization  dedicated  solely  to  the 
prevention  of  child  abuse  and  neglect, 
CTF  is  uniquely  experienced  in  helping 
children  and  adults  cope  with  what  is 
often  a  difficult  topic  to  address. 

"CTF's  work  with  the  Commission 
was  important,  but  we  need  to  recog- 
nize that  child  sexual  abuse  is  not  only 
a  problem  within  the  Catholic 
Church,"  Bardey  said.  "It  occurs  in  epi- 
demic numbers  throughout  society." 

Learning  to  talk  about  abuse 

Since  1 990,  CTF  has  provided 
school-based  training  curricula  in  child 
personal  safety  to  child-care  centers, 
schools,  and  school  districts  throughout 
Massachusetts. 

One  of  those  curricula,  "Talking 
About  Touching"  creates  a  comfortable 
environment  for  discussing  the  topic  of 
personal  safety  by  including  it  with 
general  safety  information  about  fire, 
bicycle,  and  traffic  lessons. 

The  researched-based  and  age- 
appropriate  curriculum  discusses  touch- 
ing in  terms  of  safety.  It  is  not  sex  edu- 


'We  fell  we  became 
pari  off  Ihe  solution  of 
clergy  sexual  abuse  of 
children  instead  of 
being  intimidated  by 
the  problem.  We 
learned  how  to  talk  to 
our  children  and  how 
to  explain  personal 
safety/ 

Kathy  Crowe 
Archdiocese  parent 

cation,  but  simply  teaches  children  the 
rule  for  touching:  "No  one  should 
touch  your  private  body  parts,  those 
areas  covered  by  a  bathing  suit,  unless  it 
is  to  keep  you  clean  and  healthy." 

"Talking  about  Touching  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  professionally 
developed  abuse  prevention  education 
programs,"  said  David  Finkelhor  of 
University  of  New  Hampshire,  a 
nationally  recognized  expert  in  sexual 
exploitation  of  children. 

"It  also  has  been  widely  used,  and 
evaluated  more  than  any  other  pro- 
gram," Finkelhor  said. 

"Talking  about  Touching  is  educa- 
tional material  that  provides  the  neces- 
sary clarity,  accuracy,  and  simplicity 
needed  for  good  training  in  Catholic 
schools,"  said  Cardinal  Commission 


member  Mary  Jane  England,  M.D., 
president  of  Regis  College  and  former 
commissioner  of  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Social  Services. 

"It  can  help  educate  current  and 
next  generations  to  have  zero  tolerance 
for  abuse,"  England  said. 

Getting  parents  involved 

Working  with  the  developer  of  the 
program,  Committee  for  Children, 
CTF  trained  Archdiocese  staff  and  vol- 
unteers to  implement  the  curriculum  in 
Pre-K,  Kindergarten,  grades  1  to  4,  and 
religious  education  classes. 

The  schools  held  informational 
meetings  to  engage  and  educate  par- 
ents, who  play  a  critical  role  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  program.  Parents  also  receive 
updates  on  classroom  activities  and  are 
asked  to  reinforce  safety  lessons  at 
home. 

"The  curriculum  provides  the 
opportunity  for  parents  to  aquire  the 
skills  and  language  to  better  protect 
their  children.  For  example,  parents 
learn  to  establish  the  critical  safety  rule: 
'We  don't  keep  touching  secrets  in  this 
family',"  Bardey  said. 

It  is  estimated  that  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  children,  staff,  volunteers,  and 
parents  will  receive  the  training  through 
the  Archdiocese  implementation. 

"On  behalf  of  the  children  of  the 
Archdiocese,  I'd  like  to  thank  the 


Upcoming  training  sessions 

CTF  is  the  lead  coordinator  and 
training  agency  bringing  Talking 
About  Touching  to  Massachu- 
setts. Various  training  and  infor- 
mational sessions  are  offered, 
including  the  following: 

Staff  Trainings 
Jan.  30,  2004  Northampton 
April  1 5,  2004  Boston 

Training  the  Trainers 
Jan.  14-16,  2004  Boston 
May  5  -  7,  2004  Worcester 
Conact  Kathy  Kelley  at  (61  7) 
727-8957  Ext.  333  or  at 
kkelley@mctf.state.ma.us. 

Committee  for  Children  and  the 
Children's  Trust  Fund  for  their  hard 
work  in  helping  to  implement  this 
important  safety  program,"  said 
Deacon  Anthony  Rizzuto,  director  of 
the  Office  of  Child  Advocacy, 
Implementation,  and  Oversight  for  the 
Archdiocese. 

"With  your  help,  we  can  ensure  we 
are  doing  everything  possible  to  protect 
our  children  and  create  a  safer  environ- 
ment where  the  scandal  of  child  abuse 
can  be  prevented,"  Rizzuto  said. 


j  J 


Children's  Trust  Fund 

294  Washington  St.,  Suite  640 

Boston,  MA  021 08 

Phone:  (617)  727-8957 

Fax:  (617)  727-8997 

Email:  info@mctf.state.ma.us 

Web  site:  www.MCTF.org 


Help  to  prevent  child  abuse  during  the  holiday  season 


Year-end  giving  is  a  wonderful  way  to  pre- 
vent child  abuse  and  neglect  in  your  com- 
munity, as  well  as  save  on  taxes. 

There  is  no  easier  way  to  help  children 
in  Massachusetts  and  earn  a  charitable 
deduction  than  by  writing  a  check  Your 
envelope  must  be  postmarked  by  Dec.  31 
to  receive  a  deduction  for  2003  tax  year. 

For  example:  if  you  make  a  charitable 
gift  of  $10,000  in  2003,  you  can  save 
$3,300  in  taxes  if  you  are  in  the  33%  tax 


bracket.  The  higher  your  tax  bracket,  the 
more  money  you  save  with  a  charitable  gift. 

Year-end  2003  is  also  a  great  time  to 
consider  a  gift  of  stock. 

Giving  appreciated  stock  allows  you  to 
save  taxes  two  ways.  You  avoid  paying  capi- 
tal gains  tax  on  the  increase  in  value  of  your 
stock  You  also  receive  a  tax  deduction  for 
the  full  fair-market  value  of  the  stock. 

You  also  can  make  a  donation  on  a 
monthly  basis.  This  can  be  done  automati- 


cally on  your  credit  card  or  through 
monthly  checks. 

For  example,  if  you  pledge  a  gift  of 
$1,000,  your  payments  will  be  $84  per 
month. 

For  information  about  year-end  giving, 
please  call  Jodi  A.  Wolin,  chief  develop- 
ment officer,  at  617-727-8957,  ext.  339. 

Please  check  with  your  financial  advi- 
sor regarding  personal  tax  implications. 


STRENGTHENING  COMMUNITIES 


Why  I  support  Children's  Trust  Fund 


"Even  though  I  live  in  a  relatively 
affluent  community,  I  understand 
that  teen  pregnancy,  child  abuse, 
poor  parenting,  etc.  can  occur  across 
income  levels,"  wrote  Julia  Hanna, 
of  Milton,  in  her  donation  letter  to 
CTF. 

Julia,  13,  heard  that  CTF  faced 
state  budget  cuts.  She  decided  to  act 
and  selected  CTF  as  the  beneficiary 
of  her  Tzedakah,  the  act  of  kindness 
required  as  part  of  her  Bat  Mitzvah. 

"Your  program  provides  such 
crucial  assistance  that  it  would  be 
horrible  if  the  budget  cuts  succeeded 
in  eliminating  or  diminishing  any  of 
its  programming,"  wrote  Julia,  who 
entered  the  eighth  grade  in  fall. 

She  donated  $500.  "I  wish  I 
could  make  a  larger  donation, 
because  your  program  deserves  our 
full  support." 

Julia  is  busy  with  her  temple, 
Girl  Scouts,  dance  and  piano  les- 
sons. But  she  would  like  to  continue 
to  help  CTF. 

She  and  her  mom,  Karen,  who 
is  also  her  Girl  Scout  leader,  plan  to 


Photo  by  Patrick  Cahn 

Julia  Hanna,  13,  of  Milton 
donated  $500  to  CTF  as  part  of 
her  Tzedakah,  the  act  of  kind- 
ness for  her  Bat  Mitzvah. 


recruit  her  troop  to  organize  an  in- 
kind  gift  drive  to  benefit  participants 
in  Healthy  Families  Massachusetts. 

"I'd  love  to  help  this  program 
because  I  know  that  CTF  does 
important  work  to  help  families," 
Julia  said. 


First  Lady  honors  CTF  parents 


First  Lady  Ann  Romney  gathers  with  Family  Recognition  Award  winners 
during  CTF's  Family  Support  Institute.  From  left  to  right:  Marie  Cassidy 
and  Stacey  Hilliard,  Medford  Family  Center;  Kate  Reagan,  and  Michelle 
Stephanelli,  Healthy  Families  Milford;  Mrs.  Romney;  Kristen  Brundle, 
Matthew  Hutchinson,  and  Ginny  Scibilio,  Healthy  Families  Plymouth. 
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